“| awoke one morning and found mgsch famous?” (Lorcl

Bgron), but then “cvcryboclg will be famous for fifteen

minutes” (Anclg Warhol)

| King Tut’s treasurer s tomb sets hearts racing

From Alice Brinton

A ten-year search by an
archaeologist from  London
University and his Dutch
partner ended _triumphantly
on Saturday when they tip-
toed into the tomb of Maya,
treasurer to the legendary boy
king Tutankhamun.

Dr Geoffrey Martin of
University College, London

the Leyden Museum, have
been excavating since 1975 at
a site at the ancient necropo-
Jis of Sagqara, 25 miles south
west of Cairo.

YVesterday, 2 jubilant Dr
Martin described how the two
archacologists  made _ their
discovery, believed to be the
most important find _since
1922,when  Howard Carter
broke into Tutankhamun's
tomb itself.

Martin explained on

and Dr Jacobus Van Dijk, of

an_underground shaft which
not  previously  been
investigates
ke of the existence
of a first shaft,” Dr Martin
told us as we stood sround
the opening which ran about
mine metres _underground,
“but we were also aware of
another shaft beyond this
one.
“At_11.00am on Saturday,
we climbed down the first
shaft, crawled along some
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They had decided to expore
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TOMB AFTER TOMB OF
AMAZING DISCOVERIES REVEALED!
DUST. — today
gingerly down through the foetid alr of an ancient
" spiral into the i
necropolis of Ben-Gazzara.

There for the first time since 1922 they shone
sand-choked torches into what is believed by

tobe
of Trade and Industry, or possibly ancient DVLC.

FABULOUS WEALTH

Rumours quickly spread
€hat there was absolutely no
sign of any ancient solid gokd
sarcophagus or simitar.

But as near-cxhausted
Egyplologists worked in shifts
through the hot and sty

v ancient jewel-
s s also drew a
disappointing blank.

. DRIPPING WITH
30LD

Then- suddenly. in the
subble-strewn ancieat burial
chambers and mud-baked nel-
work of ancient tunnels which
may once have linked The Boy

| King's DTI with his once-

lorious ancient Office of Fair

* Rrading in Luxor, onc or two
faded hieroglyphs twmed up.

In hushed tones which be-

“tied: almost -hysterical excite-
ment, sweating archacologists
supgested. that these almost
delinitely would fill massive

historical gaps in our know-
fedge of where Lo find unlooted
ancient treasure houses drip-
ping with gold.

INCREDIBLE

Nearby. in the ancient
Valley of the Fools, just yards
from where the (eam could
casily have stumbled across
pile after pike of ancient cere-
monial chokers infaid  with
fubies. excitement was at fever
pitch.

Incredibly. they had uncar-
thed evidence of what once
might have been the ancient
Mayan DHSS centre at Cairo
NE992LU.

TREASURES FROM
THE TOMB

According to Epyptologist
Mortimer van Dij ]
mile of anc
comidors, which criss-cross
the stygian gloom decp be-
neath the hot swirling sands.
could one day yield an unpre-

cedented uncient horde of rich
fragments and/or - Aladdin’s
Caveof Faseinating shards.

UNBELIEVABLE

Meanwhile. an  ancient
picce of papyrus reed, over an
inch long and more than likely
crafied about 1361 BC into the
ape of a vulture’s knee, was
carelully dusted off.

It stood as unbelievably
mute witness to what perhaps
were once the ancient work-
ings of The Necropolitan Wa-
ter Board or North Nile Gas.

Both probubly worshipped
richly painted vultures, or at
any rate finely chiselled she-
outs. and surely must have
stashed their fabulous takings
somewhere round here.

YET MORE MAY BE
FOUND

Tomorrow _archacologists
will clear ancient debris from
an ancient archway, believed
oncg to have soared above an

upp-r Chamber

Ty

Afragment of anclent
dust, shown actual s

ancient door.

No one. knows  for et
whether it will indecd pmve‘
be the fabled Lot Door”
Tutankhamun's Once Al
Powerful VAT Sorting Cent
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ad decided rubble and found ourselves on
the rim of the second shaft,
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Maym Tllunkhamuns treasurer and - confidant

about cight metres farther
down.

“We lowered a rope ladder
and with great difficulty
clambered  down. At the
ttom was a door which we
went through and down 2
winding staircase. We_wer
ingly  astonished  to
find ourselves in an- ante-

“We had an elmm cable
and thus a good light with
astonishing
Sight, In front of us were the
most wonderful reliefs, in

AR
A

pns!me condition and inscrip-
tions, and my colleague
looked across at them and
said: ‘My God, its Maya® and
we knew at last that we were
in the tomb of a very well
known  personality of
‘luunkl\amnns Teign.”
Martin  ex-
plained,  was  King
Tutankhamun’s ~treasurer,
known to have been very
close to the boy hn%rlunng
his seven-year reign. He even
presented Tutankhamun with
two funerary statuettes, a
sign, according to Dr martin,
of his special position at the

court.
Dr Martin said that he had
rm hegun hls search for
fe Merit’s
fomy in. 1975, Workmg on
information _published_ by
scholars in the 1840s, in an
area of Saqqara known to be
rich in important archaeologi-
cal remains but as yet
unexplored.
Instead of Maya, Dr Mar-
tin came across the tomb of

one Horemheb, a general who
became king a few years after
Tutankhamun's death.

But while the Horemheb
discovery, which has been
excavated and restored, was
important, the real find was
without doubt the tomb of |
Maya and Merit.

Martin acknowledges
that he and Dr Van Dijk were
only able to catch a glimpse,
but that had been enough to
set their hearts racing.

“The reliefs of Maya and

colour comparable to those in
the royal tombs at Thebes,”
said Dr Martin. “We expect
to find 2 lot more reliefs ail in
good_condition, and there is
1o telling how big the tomb is
or how deep it goes.”

The two archaeolegists are
part of an Anglo-Duich con-
sortium working with the
Ej p4 E plnraunn Souely. in
collabor: e Egyp-
fan Anuqnlues Org:nnxllon
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%’iNDEN GRAF VAN
KING KONG, [
(HATBEWAARDER

‘Wittenskiplike fynsten

; De Haitianen hawwe it gréf fan de alde diktator

Papa Doc yn Port-au-Prince hielendal ferrinnewe- :

ard as in soarte fan wraak op de ellinde dy’t hy
harren by it libben oandien hie. De man wie in
< strieminnen-ien, mar it bliuwt gréfskeining.

Wannear't it gréf fan Jouke Joukes, dy’t yn.

1980 ferstoarn is, op it tsjerkhof fan Abbegea fer-
Fnield wurdt, dan stiet der op side sin fan dizze
krante; gréfskeining op it lytse tsjerkhof fan Abbe-
: gea. g
Mar wannear't in Grinzer argevlooch dy’t oan it
" sneupen is yn it gréf fan in ald-Egyptyske gene-

taal, tafallich efter in muorre de gréfkeamer fynt

fan Maya en syn famylje dy’t de minister Ruding
- fan de ferneamde farao Toetanchamon wie, dan is
" dizze gréfskeining in wittenskiplike fynst fan de
. earste oarder. - .
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i En dan te betinken dat Maya en al dy oare alde

| Egyptenaren har grutte gréftombes bouwe litten
‘hawwe om der it ivige libben yn te finen.

Minsken dy’t ‘réste wolle yn frede’ kinne dus it
'béste mar yn harren testamint sette dat men har
'vn in gewoane houten kiste bedobje moat efter de
ttsjerke. ; )

{ Want yn in monumint wurde har stoflike résten

‘oer in pear ieuwen wittenskiplike fynsten.
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Maya-graf

Na twaalf jaar speuren
heeft de Groningse Egytoloog
Jaap van Dijk dan het graf
gevonden van ene Maya, die
de schatbewaarder is geweest
van farao Toetanchamon in
het jaar drieduizend voér
Christus. En dat heeft Neder-
land dan voor de wereld ont-
dekt, met de subsidies die we
er zelf ingestoken hebben.
Maar toevallig heb ik de afge-
lopen twaalf jaar moeten zeu-
ren en strijden om mijn bij-
standsuitkering. Helaas vindt

‘dat’met
begraafp

| de wereld het be].angnjker !

aieiain

et ons"geld die rijke
laats is gevonden,
dan dat ik nu de armoede-
grens heb bereikt.

UTRECHT,

mevr. J. A. Opgeld | -




